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10 APRIL 1851 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to summons, His Excellency the Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esqre 

L. Samson Esqre 

Prayers were read by the Revd J.B. Wittenoom. 

T.N. YULE ESQRE ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY was introduced and sworn as a Member of the 

Legislative Council upon which he took his seat. 

HIS EXCELLENCY then addressed the Council as follows 

 Honorable Gentlemen 

 “On the present occasion I address you with feelings of increased pleasure from the encouraging 

symptoms of prosperity which every where surround us, I therefore offer to you my congratulations on 

the improved prospects of the Colony by the recent introduction of Convicts.  Her Majesty’s 

Government has largely contributed to our improvement which I trust under [deletion] and judicious 

system of management will continue to operate favourably, our Colonial resources have considerably 

increased.  The Geraldine Mining Company now employ a party sailing ore from the Lead Mine on the 

Murchison River and although as yet they have not ascertained the profits derivable from such still the 

promising appearance of the Mine affords them hopes of the most satisfactory results. 

 The contemplated operations of the Colonisation Assurance Company also lead us to expect much 

benefit from the combined introduction of Capital and Labour and if as I understand their first scene of 

occupation is to be on the fertile banks of the Irwin, we shall have no reason to fear the event of a 

necessary supply of grain to meet our increased consumption and so desirable should be obtained from 

our own Agriculturists with the latter Class I much sympathise, on account of the present excessive and 

high rate of wages demanded by the labouring population which I have reason to hope will now be 

relieved by a timely introduction of this class of Emigrant to enable the Farmers to extend their tillage 
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operations, under these improved circumstances I cannot but consider that the Colonists alone will be 

blamed if this Province not continue to advance and at no long lapse of time claim an equality with our 

present more favoured neighbouring Colonies.  With regard to the Bills I intend to lay before you I shall 

not trespass longer upon you than will enable one to make a few remarks concerning some of them. 

 The first Bill to prevent vexatious proceedings in certain cases of unavoidable trespass has been found 

necessary to obviate vexatious information as had appeared in a case which lately occurred in the 

neighbourhood of York where a Party had been complained of whose Flock had been driven in a direct 

line to the Station whence he was proceeding without any unnecessary delay. 

 A Bill to make provisions for the conveyance of Mails from Port to Port within the limits of the Colony 

of Western Australia was required from the refusal of Masters of Vessels to perform such services, as a 

case in point had lately occurred where the Master of a small Coasting Craft then at Shark’s Bay 

refused to carry a mail for the Government though conveying letters for private persons the result of 

which might be the serious injury and detriment of the Public Service. 

 The Bill for the better apprehension of offenders who shall have escaped to parts within the Territory of 

Western Australia from any other of the Australian Colonies has been framed to replace an Ordinance 

No. 13 withdrawn last Session requiring some alterations in accordance with a similar Ordinance passed 

in New South Wales and received from Governor Sir Charles FitzRoy. 

 A Bill for better regulating the inspection of weights and measures.  I conceive there can be no 

objections raised to this Bill as although no doubt exists as to the correctness of those at present in use 

such a step is advisable for the purpose of precaution and the officer to carry out its provisions has 

consented to do so upon a very small stipend. 

 A Bill for the establishment of further precautionary Regulations for the Port of Fremantle.  This Bill 

has been particularly required on account of the introduction of Convicts now inhabiting Fremantle the 

principal Port of this Colony calling for the presence of a Water Police to protect life and property 

particularly the shipping on the roadstead, also to prevent the escape of Convicts which so lately took 

place and would have been most likely prevented had such force existed at the time. 

 The Publicans License Bill would be withdrawn for the present for reasons which I shall assign when I 

next bring it before you. 

 A Bill to provide a more suitable mode of inflicting punishment for drunkenness is indisputably 

necessary from representations made by the Magistrates that Drunkards frequently escaped punishment 

from their inability to pay the fine imposed and that the punishment of imprisonment in the Stocks 

instead was unsuited to the Climate and circumstances of the Colony. 

 A Bill to limit the number of persons required to act as a Grand Jury in remote Districts of the Colony 

of Western Australia.  This Bill is required to avoid the necessity as at King George’s Sound of 

summoning Parties in order to form a jury of 13 from a distance of upwards of 100 miles entailing a 

heavy expense upon the Revenue and an instance had taken place whence one party for expenses had 

cost the Government £80. 

 A Bill for the further improvement of Towns and the greater security of life and property therein.  In 

introducing this Bill I look upon it as a measure which has been long since called for at the time when 

the Town was first laid out it could have been easy to have marked a building line to obviate 
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irregularity, there is now no uniformity whatever observed, one man builds his house in one corner, 

another in the centre, another in the opposite corner of their respective allotments, some have erected 

their houses close to the street line, others a few feet back, while some have sufficient space to have 

thickets of trees and shrubs before their dwellings which would act as screens for the concealment of all 

rogues and vagabonds who might wish to seek shelter therein, by such the efficiency of the Police force 

will be much lessened the want of regularity in the Houses will also tend to increase the expense of that 

force as a greater number will be required to guard a street where the Houses are not in a straight line—

upon the representation of a Gentleman who waited upon me and stated that the measure proposed 

would now impinge upon the rights of holders of Property in fee simple, I have most reluctantly 

abandoned this measure and in withdrawing this portion of the Bill I trust I will not be accused of 

having concurred in the vandalism that has been perpetrated.  The portion of the Bill which has 

reference to the erection of Houses of a safe construction, I consider particularly called for as a 

protection to life and property from the insufficiency of strength and the slight materials with which 

some of the buildings have been constructed, one building has been particularly brought under my 

notice as so slight as to be only 4 inches in the thickness of the wall though two stories high and shakes 

accordingly in every gale of wind, a stone had also been erected on the water side where it had been 

found necessary to move the Derrick nearest the wall in consequence of the fragile nature of the 

building, in order to remedy the recurrence of these evils I directed the Bill to be framed which I now 

lay before you enacting that Houses of a certain size should have their external walls of a certain 

thickness according to their height, whether the Council after a due consideration of the Bill shall think 

proper to pass it or not, I feel I have but done my duty in bringing such before you. 

 The Bill to vest the site of the Convict Prison at Fremantle in certain officers in trust for Her Majesty; 

her Heirs and Successors forever has been framed under instructions received from the Secretary of 

State. 

 The last Bill was for the appropriation of the Revenue for the year 1852. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY then moved the first reading of the following Bills. 

 Seconded by the Hon the Acting Colonial Secretary.     Carried 

 “A Bill to prevent vexatious proceedings in certain cases of unavoidable Trespass” 

 “A Bill to make provision for the conveyance of Mails from Port to Port within the 

limits of the Colony of Western Australia” 

 “A Bill for the better apprehension of Offenders who shall have escaped to parts 

within the Territory of Western Australia from any other of the Australian Colonies” 

 “A Bill for better regulating the inspection of weights and measures” 

 “A Bill for the establishment of further precautionary regulations for the Port of 

Fremantle” 

 “A Bill to provide a more suitable mode of Punishment for Drunkenness” 

 “A Bill to limit the number of persons required to act as a Grand Jury in remote 

Districts of the Colony of Western Australia” 
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 These Bills were read a first time accordingly and ordered to be read a second time on Thursday next 

the 17th Inst. 

. HIS EXCELLENCY next moved the first reading of the following Bills. 

 Seconded by the Hon the Acting Colonial Secretary.     Carried 

 “A Bill for the further improvement of Towns and the greater security of life and 

property therein” 

 “A Bill to vest the site of the Convict Prison at Fremantle in certain Officers in trust 

for Her Majesty, her Heirs and Successors forever” 

 These Bills were read accordingly and ordered to be read a second time on Friday the 

18th Inst. 

 The following Bill H.E. moved to be read a first time on Saturday next the 12th Inst. 

 Seconded by the Hon the Acting Colonial Secretary.     Carried 

 “A Bill for the appropriation of the Revenue for the Year 1852” 

HIS EXCELLENCY then adjourned the Council to Saturday next the 12th Inst. 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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12 APRIL 1851 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

L. Samson Esq 

Prayers being read 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day having been read for the first reading of a Bill for the appropriation of the 

Revenue for the Year 1852. 

 Mr SAMSON addressed His Excellency stating that an impression was now strongly prevalent among 

the public that His Excellency had recommended to the Secretary of State for the Colonies that 

the introduction of Convicts and free Emigrants to this Province should cease for a time in 

consequence of a dreaded superfluity of laborers, he therefore requested that His Excellency 

would be kind enough to satisfy him as to the correctness of such reports which were now 

acting most injuriously upon the farming interests, as a Non Official Member of the Council he 

felt it his duty to solicit some information on a subject of the most vital importance to the 

Colony and he trusted to the well known courtesy of His Excellency that he would furnish him 

with a reply and make allowance for any irregularity he might be guilty of in making the 

request. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY in reply said it afforded him great pleasure in frankly “and clearly giving W. 

Samson the information he required, six weeks after the arrival of Emigrants per Sophia a large 

number remaining unemployed on the land of the Local Government at considerable expense, 

he had under these circumstances written to Earl Grey on the 29th of July 1850 requesting that 

no further supply of labour would be forwarded until application was made for such, on the 
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25th of September finding that almost all the Emigrants had been hired he informed Earl Grey 

of the favourable change that had taken place and at the [illegible] of being charged with 

inconsistency stated that if two hundred and fifty Emigrants were to arrive between the middle 

and end of March next they would find employment, with regard to Convicts Despatches had 

been received informing that a number might be expected in October to this he had mentioned 

in reply that from the difficulties of making preparation for their reception we would not be 

ready to receive them until January 1851 again at that date he wrote to say that we were now 

quite prepared to receive four or five hundred Convicts without inconvenience, His Excellency 

concluded by trusting that this explanation would prove satisfactory and have the effect of 

allaying any alarm that might exist as to the Colony having been deprived of the necessary 

supply of labour, which might now be daily expected. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL wished to know if anything had transpired to induce His Excellency to 

think the Colonisation Assurance Corporation would interfere with the plans of the 

government regarding emigration to this Colony. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY in reply stated he had not as yet received any official information of the 

incorporation of the Company, he had only received two communications on this subject from 

the Secretary of State, the first making him aware of the existence of the Colonisation 

Assurance Company, the second directing him not to dispose of land in the Southern District 

during the Year 1850 so as to prevent its being bought up by private parties and afterwards 

sold at an excessive price to the Company, further information he had not received. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY then laid on the table the Estimates for the Year 1852 and stated the estimated 

Expenditure would be found greater than it had ever been before which was warranted from 

our increased Revenue and improved position, keeping in view the efficiency of the Public 

Service, the Estimates had been framed with all due attention to economy he had considered it 

necessary to propose an increase in the salaries of the junior officers whose stipends were not 

sufficient from the present high prices to provide the common necessaries of life and pay the 

heavy rate now demanded for house rent, the increase of business caused by the conversion of 

this Colony into a Penal Settlement had rendered it necessary that several additional 

appointments should be made, His Excellency delayed any further remarks until the Estimates 

were in Committee. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY now moved that the Bill be read a first time 

  Seconded by the Hon the Acting Colonial Secretary 

“A Bill for the Appropriation of the Revenue for the Year 1852” 

  was read accordingly and ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday the 22nd Instant. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY offered a few remarks upon a subject which might probably be much canvassed 

namely the Guano, though it was not likely this Article would be claimed by the British 

Government still for anything he knew to the contrary it might be considered a droit to the 

Crown and the proceeds arising from such ordered to be transmitted to England.  The Colony 

had received nothing as yet but paper in payment for Guano and from the uncertainty that must 
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always attend such transactions, although the usual precautions had been taken he could not 

say what amount might be ultimately calculated on. 

Adjourned to Thursday the 17th Inst. 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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17 APRIL 1851 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H.. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

Prayers 

The Minutes of last Council were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY read the first order of the day for the second reading of a Bill to prevent vexatious 

proceedings in certain cases of unavoidable Trespass. 

In Committee 

 It was moved by W.H. MACKIE Esqre seconded by the Collector of Revenue that in the first clause at 

the nineteenth line after the words “complained of” be introduced the following words “was at 

the time of such alledged trespass bona fide engaged in some lawful business or pursuit which 

by reason of the non existence of any neighbouring road or customary thoroughfare could not 

have been accomplished without such trespass save by a wide circuit and a considerable loss of 

time and labour and that such party” 

           carried 

 It was moved by W.H. MACKIE Esqre and seconded by the Advocate General that the following words 

after the present termination of the third section be introduced “And therefore such provision 

shall immediately cease to be applicable thereto save and except as to any trespass or alledged 

trespass which shall have occurred before the time of publication of such Proclamation.  

         carried 

 A discussion took place as to the necessity of a further clause with reference to Fords and Bridges. 
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 It was moved by His Excellency that this Bill be adjourned in Committee to Tuesday the 22nd Inst. 

  Seconded by the Acting Colonial Secretary 

           carried 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY read the next order of the day for the second reading of a Bill to make provision 

for the conveyance of Mails from Port to Port within the limits of the Colony of Western 

Australia. 

 Mr SAMSON begged to enquire how came it that the Public were called upon to pay an increased rate 

of postage for letters via Singapore whether the Government gave a gratuity to masters of 

Vessels or not. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY explained that the increased postage was charged on all letters without reference 

to the gratuity it was impossible to make a distinction. 

 The Bill was ordered to be read a third time on Tuesday the 22nd Instant. 

3. The next order of the day was read for the second reading of a Bill for the better apprehension of 

Offenders who shall have escaped to parts within the Territory of Western Australia from any 

other of the Australian Colonies. 

 This Bill was ordered to be read a third time on Friday the 25th Instant. 

4. The next order of the day was read for the second reading of a Bill for better regulating the inspection 

of weights and measures. 

 ordered to be read a third time on Saturday the 26th Instant. 

5. The next order of the day was read for the second reading of “a Bill for the establishment of further 

precautionary Regulations for the Port of Fremantle” 

In Committee 

 Moved by the SURVEYOR GENERAL and seconded by the Acting Colonial Secretary that the 

concluding words of the thirteenth Section be changed into a separate section in the following 

shape 

 “Provided always that nothing in this Ordinance contained shall apply to Vessels of War. 

           carried 

 Moved by W.H. MACKIE Esqre seconded by the Advocate General that a clause No 18 be added in the 

following words “And be it enacted that the Port of Fremantle shall for the purpose of this 

Ordinance be deemed to include all waters on the coast within fifteen miles of Arthurs Head, 

and within the Swan River from the bar thereof as far as the Ferry Jetties at and opposite 

Preston Point.        carried 

 This Bill was ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday the 30th Instant. 

6. The next order of the day was read for the second reading of “a Bill to provide a more suitable mode of 

inflicting punishment for drunkenness” 

In Committee 

 After some discussion it was moved by HIS EXCELLENCY that this Bill be adjourned in Committee 

to Wednesday the 30th Instant. 

 Seconded by the Acting Colonial Secretary.      carried 
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7. The next order of the day was read for the second reading of a Bill to limit the number of persons 

required to act as a Grand Jury in remote Districts of the Colony of Western Australia. 

  ordered to be read a third time on Tuesday the 1st of May. 

8. The next order of the day was read for the second reading of a Bill for the further improvement of 

Towns and the greater security of life and property therein. 

In Committee 

 After some discussion had taken place Mr SAMSON moved the adjournment of this Bill in Committee 

to Friday the 25th of April. 

 Seconded by Mr Mackie.        carried 

9. HIS EXCELLENCY stated that a Bill to vest the site of the Convict Prison at Fremantle in certain 

officers in trust for Her Majesty, Her Heirs and Successors forever appeared by the standing 

orders as fixed to be read a second time on Friday the 18th, it was overlooked at the time that 

this day was a holiday “Good Friday”.  His Excellency therefore moved that this Bill be now 

read a second time instead. 

 Seconded by the Acting Colonial Secretary.      carried 

 The Bill was read accordingly and ordered to be read a third time on 26th Inst.   

The Council was adjourned to Tuesday the 22nd Instant. 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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22 APRIL 1851 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

Prayers being read 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY addressed the Council stating that among the Despatches he had received on the 

20th Ultimo was one from the Secretary of State approving of the list of Gentlemen he had 

submitted to sit on the Legislative Council, at present there were two vacancies among the Non 

Official Members and in order that they might be filled up, he had summoned the two 

Gentlemen first named on the list Mr M.W. Clifton and Mr T. Brown and hoped they might be 

able to take their seats by the 2nd of May to which day under the circumstances he would 

recommend the adjournment of the Council.  His Excellency declared his intention of 

withdrawing in its present shape the Bill for the further improvement of Towns, so as to 

replace it by another which would be submitted before the close of the Session better adapted 

to the present condition of the Colony. 

   Mr Samson moved 

   That the Council be adjourned to the 2nd of May 

   Seconded by Mr Mackie 

           carried 

  

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 
      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________
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2 MAY 1851 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

L. Samson Esq 

Prayers being read 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

Mr THOMAS BROWN was introduced when he took the necessary oaths and his seat as a Non Official 

Member. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr SAMSON presented a Petition from W. Ferguson the Colonial Surgeon which appeared to him to be 

respectful and proper praying that he might be included among the other officers who come to 

have an increase of pay, that though he perceived by the Estimates an amount was to be 

granted to the Colonial Surgeon as Forage allowance, this sum would not be available for the 

expenses of his household, he therefore prayed that this allowance might be erased and an 

increase of Salary granted instead.  Mr Samson felt much pleasure in laying it on the table. 

 Mr SAMSON moved seconded by Mr Brown that the Petition be read. 

 The Petition was read accordingly. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY fully agreed in the opinion entertained of W Ferguson’s zeal and ability but 

regretted to observe he considered his Petition quite out of order, he had assumed a knowledge 

of matters which had not been brought before the Council, and therefore must move it be 

rejected, it could if necessary be brought forward at another time. 

 Seconded by the Acting Colonial Secretary.      Carried 
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 THE COMMANDANT observed that the regulations of the House of Commons under similar 

circumstances ought to be the guide of the Council, where the Petition was respectful he 

thought the House of Commons would not reject it on account of informality. 

 THE ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY replied that when he seconded the Governor’s motion, he 

considered His Excellency did not attach any want of respect to the Petition, but merely on the 

ground of informality he moved its rejection. 

Mr SAMSON expressed his desire to withdraw the Petition which certainly was informal, was sorry 

under the circumstances it had been read and would bring it forward at a more proper time. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL explained the course adopted by Mr Samson was similar to that of the 

House of Commons. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL considered the Petition was informal as it related to a subject which had 

not yet been before the Council. 

 The Petition was withdrawn accordingly. 

2. The Order of the day being read for the second reading of a Bill for the appropriation of the Revenue 

for the Year 1852. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY said that the Council had adjourned to this day in order to enable all the Non 

Official Members to attend, a letter had been received from Mr Clifton stating that he had been 

suffering from severe illness from which he had only just recovered but hoped to arrive in 

Perth early next week.  His Excellency wished the Estimates to be discussed in full Council, 

did not wish to inconvenience Honble Members and if they were not opposed would move that 

the Council be adjourned to the 7th of May. 

  Seconded by the Acting Colonial Secretary 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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7 MAY 1851 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

Honble The Surveyor General 

Honble The Advocate General 

Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

T. Brown Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr SAMSON requested to lay before the Council an amended Petition from the Colonial Surgeon in 

lieu of the one withdrawn at the last meeting it would be found respectful and regular he 

therefore moved it be read. 

   Seconded by His Excellency 

 The Memorial was read praying for an increase of salary at the rate of £25 per year assigning as reasons 

for such that his duties had considerably increased in addition he had to attend the inmates of 

the Perth Gaol and now provisions and other necessaries of life had increased in price, he 

therefore trusted the prayer of his petition would be granted. 

 Mr SAMSON moved the Memorial be received. 

  Seconded by the Acting Colonial Secretary. 

2. THE GOVERNOR said the first order of the day was the second reading of the Bill for the 

Appropriation of the Revenue for the Year 1852, that however desirable it might be to have a 

full attendance of members during the discussion of the Estimates, it must be remembered it 

was necessary for him to transmit the Estimates for the existing Year at such a period as would 

enable them to be submitted to the Home Government before they came into operation.  Under 
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these circumstances in the absence of Mr Clifton from whom a letter had been received this 

morning wherein he stated that on account of the delicacy of his health and the present 

inclemency of the weather his family were opposed to his leaving home, it would be therefore 

for the Honble Members to decide whether it was desirable the Council should be adjourned for 

a further period. 

 Mr SAMSON thought it would be most advisable that further time be granted to permit Mr Clifton to 

take his seat, he had not officially declined doing so, he felt convinced from his knowledge of 

Mr Clifton’s business like habits that he would attend if possible, should he in the meantime 

resign, the Gentleman next on the list could be recommended to take his seat by which a full 

attendance of Members could be obtained. 

 Mr MACKIE said he fully concurred with Mr Samson and as the popular feeling appears to be that the 

Council should be as complete as possible, he would therefore advocate the adjournment. 

 THE ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY observed that from the late incessant rains it was impossible 

Mr Clifton could travel, he had not given any reasons for supposing he would decline taking 

his seat. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the Council adjourn to the 14th of May. 

  Seconded by the Acting Colonial Secretary 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 

 

606 



WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  

_________________________________ 
 

 

Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

14 MAY 1851 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

T. Brown Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

Mr CLIFTON was introduced and having taken the necessary oaths took his seat as a Non Official Member. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY addressed the Council and congratulated them on being now for the first time 

since his arrival a full assembly, it was not his fault or such should have been their position 

long since, much praise was due to Mr Clifton for his attendance in his present delicate state of 

health and the inclemency of the weather, from his well known zeal and great ability he 

considered him a valuable addition to the Council, as well could he say the same of Mr Brown 

than whom none was more respected in his District as also Mr Samson who was universally 

esteemed and one of the principal Merchants of the Colony, he would now allude to 

misrepresentations of the greatest kind which had been made through the Press, the 

Government had been charged with concealment, they had been called conspirators, vulgar 

abuse had been heaped upon them too contemptible to notice, he begged to say in explanation, 

a Despatch had been received from the Secretary of State after the first reading of the 

Estimates approving of certain Gentlemen as required to sit in Legislative Council, which had 

caused an adjournment.  In the interim a proposition was made by a Non Official Member to 

increase the salaries of the Heads of Departments stating it was his intention to bring such 
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forward to be placed on the Estimates, His Excellency considered this increase due to the long 

services of these officers and justifiable from an increased and steady Revenue, he therefore 

fully coincided with the Hon Member who proposed this measure and then determined to bring 

it forward himself leaving out his own name for an increase of £200, he felt the pressure 

equally with others, his salary was the lowest received by any Governor except at the Falkland 

Islands, he endeavoured and with difficulty kept out of debt, as he considered a Government 

Officer once embarrassed lost his independence prudence forced upon him the necessity of not 

inviting as many as he would wish to Government House which he regretted as he was well 

aware by bringing people together in this manner, it frequently conduced to promote good 

feeling where often times a coolness existed, nevertheless he did not seek for an increase, 

which would not lessen the claim of these officers who had served their country for nearly a 

quarter of a century among them the Chief Commissioner whose salary ought to have been 

increased long since he received a paltry pittance of £300 a year, he had known larger before 

he left home, refused salaries of £1000 a year to go to the Colonies, if Mr Mackie were to 

resign what would be the position of the Government, they would have to give treble his salary 

to another officer to fill his place, it was mistaken economy for a Government to underpay its 

officers, he had not till last year received one penny from the Colony, it was stated the 

Government officers possessed land, if so they paid for it the same as others had done, he was 

sure were he to seek the feeling of the public he would have nine out of ten in favour of an 

increase to this most deserving officer who had likewise to perform the extra duty of Police 

Magistrate, compared with the other Colonies he did not receive even one fourth of the sum 

given to similar officers, he would propose an increase to his salary of £100 a year. 

 To the Colonial Secretary whose duties had considerably increased and upon whose ability and 

knowledge of business depended his fitness for the Office he proposed an increase of £100 a 

year. 

 The Advocate General had been 19 years in the service of the Government without one penny increase 

he was not aware of an instance where such long service had remained unrequited, the Salary 

he received was paid from the Treasury, no Barrister would be found to leave home fitted for 

the Office on such a paltry salary, he would propose an increase of £100 a year to the Salary of 

this Officer, the first sum he would receive paid from the Colonial Revenue, which together 

with his present salary would rank very low as compared with that of the Queens Advocate in 

the other Colonies. 

 The Surveyor General had no small claim after a service of 22 years, he had sacrificed much by leaving 

home, had he not performed his duties satisfactorily, had he even been found deficient, where 

could more lucid, or clearer records and descriptions of land be found than in his Office which 

would be the means of saving many lawsuits, who had endured more hardships than he had 

when prosecuting explorations even to the danger of his life, as compared with the salaries 

given to similar officers in the neighbouring Colonies his was low indeed, the Deputy 

Surveyor in South Australia received more than he did, none had a stronger claim than the 

608 



[1851] 

Surveyor General whose salary was also paid by the Treasury, he would propose an increase to 

his salary of £100 a year. 

 The Collector Of Internal Revenue who had been 22 years in the public service on the small salary of 

£250 a year only, and which was not more than that of Assistant Surveyor, no other would be 

found filling an office of such trust elsewhere on such a small salary, he proposed an increase 

to him of £50 a year. 

 The duties of the Auditor General had considerably increased since the arrival of Convicts, he had 

directed him to audit the accounts of this Establishment in order to protect him before the 

accounts received his signature, he had recommended him for an increase of £100 a year to be 

borne by the Treasury which if not approved of he proposed an increase to his salary of £50 a 

year. 

 The Private Secretary whose duties had nearly doubled he proposed to place on his original salary of 

£150 a year giving him an increase of £50. 

 To three Clerks in order to meet the increased price of the common necessaries of life and the present 

high rate of house rent he proposed an increase of £20 each.  It was impossible they could 

maintain the appearance of Gentlemen on their present low salaries and keep out of debt. 

 To the Colonial Chaplain of whose zeal and worth they were fully aware he proposed an increase of 

£50 a year. 

 The Colonial Surgeon had been placed on the Estimates for an increase in the shape of forage 

allowance, it had been represented as very small what he received from his private practice, he 

would propose an increase to his salary of £46.5 a year instead of the forage allowance which 

the Colonial Surgeon had stated would be more acceptable. 

 To Mr Samson Draftsman whose services were much underpaid he would propose an increase of £50 a 

year. 

 To Mr Harris Assistant in Colonial Hospital he proposed an increase of £24 a year, his services required 

consideration, before he filled the office none from the low salary could be found fitted to 

whom it could be entrusted, he had succeeded a drunken Carpenter who resigned being 

threatened with dismissal. 

 Archdeacon Wollaston had been one and a half year without any pay from the Colony, as Colonial 

Chaplain he receives £100 a year, the Inhabitants of Albany subscribe £25 a year, the Bishop 

grants him £50 a year which can only be continued for two years till then he could not afford 

to pay a servant, it was a most unprecedented position for a dignitary of the Church to be 

placed in, he would propose an increase to him of £50 a year. 

 To Mr Bussell Ordinance Storekeeper who performs as well the duty of Colonial Storekeeper he 

proposed an increase of £15 a year. 

 The Colonial Treasurer’s Salary was very inadequate, the duties at present were discharged by the 

Commissariat Officer in Charge, this office he had recommended to the Secretary of State to 

be combined with that of the Collector of Revenue which he hoped would be approved of, he 

proposed an increase to this salary of £34.7.6 a year making a total to this officer of £80 a year 

filling a post of great trust and responsibility. 
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 To the Postmasters of four Country Districts he proposed an increase of £25 a year each from the larger 

number of letters now forwarded. 

 To the Roman Catholic Clergyman as being the sum in proportion to the number of his faith as 

compared with that granted to other Christian Denominations he proposed to give an increase 

of £16.13.6 a year. 

 To the Wesleyan Clergyman he would propose an increase of £50 a year. 

 The Constables had been reduced £5 each, I propose to increase the salary of 3 throughout the Colony 

£5 a year each. 

 To the Postmaster General than whom no officer could be found more upright and conscientious in the 

discharge of his duties I propose an increase of £20 a year. 

 To the SubCollector at Fremantle who has been 17 years in the service and large sums now passing 

through his hands I would propose an increase of £50 a year. 

 To the Post Master at Fremantle who hitherto applied a portion of his own Dwelling House to a Post 

Office I would propose an increase of £20 a year. 

 To the Cooper Mr Davis at bonded store who renders important services to the Public and has been ten 

years in the service I propose an increase of £20 a year. 

 To Mr Agett first Clerk in SubCollector’s Office at Fremantle whose duties have considerably increased 

I would propose an increase of £25 a year. 

 To the Harbour Master I would propose an increase of £10 a year. 

 To the Chairman of Quarter Sessions Albany who only received £40 a year from the Colony and £100 a 

year from the Treasury and to whom most important duties are entrusted of such a nature as to 

require a large outlay for Books I would propose an increase of £30 a year. 

 Such are the additions I propose to the present salaries of Heads of Departments. 

 I submit them for the approval of the Honble Members of this Council, the total amount of increase in 

Salaries will be £1098.12.6.  Since the year 1848 appointments had been reduced as well had 

Colonial debt bearing interest been paid off to the amount of £977 which if taken from the 

proposed increase show only a difference of £121.12.6 as now to be borne on the Revenue as 

compared with the year 1848, in the year 1847 the Revenue was only £8,700 from which was 

paid the sum of £977 since reduced, in the year 1850 the Revenue was £12,300 and surely the 

additional sum of £121.12.6 as now proposed over and above the sum of £977 can be scarcely 

called an increased burthen with such a Revenue.  The increased salaries as placed on original 

Estimate would amount to £393.7.6, for additional appointments bearing on Colonial funds the 

salaries would be £296, the nature and necessity of such the Governor explained, they had 

been made with all due regard to economy this latter amount added to the total increase of 

salaries would make a sum of £1394.12.6 from which if the sum of £977 be deducted it will 

show only an increase of £417.12.6 over the year 1848 as placed on the Colonial funds, the 

Estimated Revenue for 1852 is £14,370, the Revenue for the last four months has amounted to 

£6670.10.10 and can there be any doubt with such an increase that we are not warranted in 

placing this sum of £417.12.6 on the Estimates for 1852.  It has been stated that no funds had 

been expended on public works, since the 1st of January in Buildings, Roads, Bridges, Police, 
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Beacons and Debentures paid off a sum amounting to £3030.1.9 had been laid out and there 

now remains a balance to credit in the Colonial Chest of £3636.6.8, it now remains for the 

Council to determine whether the proposed increase of salaries to Heads of Departments can 

be borne on the Revenue, if so the sooner such be decided on the better after weighing the 

subject dispassionately, they ought not to permit themselves to be led away by the 

misrepresentations of a low and contemptible press. 

 Mr SAMSON stated the measure of an increase of salaries to Heads of departments was first proposed 

by him to the Governor and as it was stated that the proposed increase of salaries was 

designedly kept secret and was intended to be smuggled through the Council, he ventured on 

an explanation, he denied that such was the case, he had after the first reading of the Bill for 

the appropriation of the Revenue brought the subject before His Excellency who agreed with 

him in thinking that the healthy state of the Chest warranted such an increase which was due to 

the long and valuable services of these officers, the statements of the Press were unfounded 

they might heap as much abuse upon him as they pleased, he would fearlessly do his duty. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY asked Mr Samson’s permission to allow certain Memorials to be read which had 

till then escaped his memory. 

 A Memorial from the Government officers to the Secretary of State praying for an increase of salaries 

dated April 1840 was read.  Despatch No 40 dated 26th of October 1840 was next read in reply 

from the Secretary of State declining to grant an increase from Imperial funds but concurring 

in the propriety of such when it could be borne by the Colonial Revenue. 

 A Memorial from the Surveyor General dated the 16th of April 1851 addressed to His Excellency the 

Governor was read praying for an increase of salary. 

3. Mr SAMSON resumed stating he would give the measure his full support and proposed that a sum of 

£200 be placed on the Estimates as an increase of salary to the Governor which he trusted His 

Excellency would not decline. 

 Mr CLIFTON with some diffidence having but this morning taken his seat addressed His Excellency 

and Council and expressed his thanks for the adjournment from time to time so as to enable 

him to take his seat had such not taken place he would have been most reluctantly compelled 

to resign, he was quite convinced of the justice of the measures proposed by the Governor, he 

would give it his earnest support, and regretted His Excellency had not included an increase to 

his own Salary among the number, no Governor elsewhere was placed on such a small and 

inadequate salary, he proposed that an increase to him be placed on the Estimates of £400 a 

year, the Revenue now could bear such, he rejoiced in the aid given to all denominations of 

Christians also in the timely increase to the Juniors of Departments, he as an Independent 

Member would strongly support the measures for which he might be censured but whether 

with or against the Government he would always fearlessly do his duty. 

 THE COMMANDANT stated his name appeared in the public funds as about to receive an increase of 

salary he denied that such was even contemplated, he had never received sixpence from the 

Colonial funds, he thought it most just, now that the Revenue could afford it that an increase of 

salary should be granted to the illpaid Heads of Departments, he trusted the Governor would 
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not reject the increase proposed to his salary; Mr Clifton had stated as an independent Member 

he supported the measure, he would beg to say that he with all the Members of the Council 

were equally independent they were all moved to do their duty and he would give the measure 

his full support. 

 Mr THOS BROWN had much pleasure in supporting Mr Clifton’s proposition. 

 THE SURVEYOR GENERAL said his name not appearing on the Estimates he had memorialised the 

Governor for an increase of salary, he considered it was a reflection on the Heads of 

Departments their names not having been included at first among those who were to receive an 

increase of salary, as compared with the other Colonies £500 a year here would only equal 

£300 elsewhere, the Officers from their present low salaries could not afford the comforts of 

life, could not show hospitality to strangers so essential, nor even afford proper shelter for their 

families from the Governor down all the officers are badly paid, he was happy it had been 

proposed that His Excellency should have an increase of £400 a year, he would give it his 

earnest support at the proper time, he does not fear that the Revenue will be unable to afford 

such an increase without pressure. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL explained that the Governor’s salary had been originally kept down 

through Sir James Stirling’s wishing to be styled Governor instead of Civil Superintendent, he 

had received in lieu of salary 100,000 acres of land, Sir James had been obliged from his own 

private revenue to spend £800 a year, Mr Hutt’s habits were very inexpensive, Colonel Clarke 

from the inadequacy of his salary had memorialised the Home Government for an increase to 

which they were not opposed when such could be paid from the colonial funds, now we found 

a subordinate officer lately introduced with a salary equal if not better than the Governor, was 

such the proper position for a Governor to be placed in he hoped His Excellency would not 

refuse the proposed increase to his salary, a measure he would have much pleasure in 

supporting. 

 Mr MACKIE stated he would not trespass upon their time particularly so as he felt a delicacy on 

account of his name appearing among those who were proposed to receive an increase of 

salary with regard to the increase proposed to the Governor, he will state that neither the Press 

nor the Public were opposed to such and he would give it his full support. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY said that now for the first time after having been resident in this Colony for two 

years and a half, he felt himself placed in a most painful position, symptoms of disapprobation 

for the first time appeared among the Public who seemed opposed to the measure which he had 

brought forward he had endeavoured to do justice to all parties, and hitherto he had felt much 

flattered with the reception he had personally met with from all which had left an impression 

that would never be erased from his mind, he sought not an increase of salary though his 

expenses had considerably increased which made him feel the more the inefficiency of his 

present salary, he endeavoured to keep out of debt and to do so he was obliged to lessen the 

entertainments he wished to give particularly to strangers, he would take no increase of salary 

unless the Public by Memorial signified their full consent to such. 
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 Mr CLIFTON urged upon His Excellency not to refuse the proposed increase to his Salary, the Public 

were sure to give their consent, no officer in the Public Service ought to be obliged to draw 

upon his own private resources, he hoped he would be permitted to move the adoption of the 

proposed increase when the Estimates go into Committee. 

Adjourned 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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15 MAY 1851 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

T. Brown Esq 

Prayers being read 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The first order of the day was read for the second reading of a Bill for the Appropriation of the Revenue 

for the year 1852. 

In Committee of  the Whole Counci l  

 Mr CLIFTON begged to say a few words if not out of order, being strongly impressed with the justice, 

the propriety and expediency of the measure, he felt it his imperative duty to again as he had 

already done yesterday entreat the Governor to alter his determination of rejecting the 

proposed increase to his salary of £400 a year, every member of this Council fully concurred 

with him in the strong and urgent claim which the Governor had for an addition to his present 

paltry and insufficient income derogatory to the high and responsible office he filled, there 

could be but one opinion on the subject, therefore further comment from him was unnecessary, 

he begged again to urge in the most earnest measure His Excellency’s acceptance of the 

proposed increase, he would now move that a sum be placed on the Estimates which would 

give the Governor a clear income of £1200 a year. 

   Seconded by Mr Brown. 
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 Mr SAMSON said so strongly did he feel convinced of the justice of this increase to the Governor’s 

salary that he had intended proposing the measure himself upon coming to this particular item 

as placed in the Estimates, the time when he conceived it would have been proper to do so, he 

felt much disappointed in being deprived of the pleasure of moving it himself, and it only now 

remained for him to say he fully concurred with the Honble Member who now brought the 

subject forward. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY expressed himself deeply indebted to Honble Members, he felt the more so from 

the unanimity displayed by them in voting an increase to his salary and their strong desire as 

well that he would accept such, however much he felt the inadequacy of his present official 

income, he must now again as he had before stated to the Council declare that his 

determination remained unaltered, he positively declined accepting any increase till he had 

received full evidence from the Public that it was their desire he would do so, he would not 

oppose a sum being placed on the Estimates for this purpose as it appeared to be the wish of 

Honble Members, but he would not touch one penny of it till he was satisfied of the approval of 

the public he considered it necessary for the Council to determine the exact amount they 

wished to vote him, as at present from the motion of the Honble Member who proposed it, the 

exact sum appeared to him undefined. 

 Mr CLIFTON said when he proposed a sum to be voted paying the Governor a clear income of £1200 

he intended that this amount should be independent of any sum for forage, boat or other such 

outlay as might be required by him for public service, the £1200 was to be applicable alone to 

the maintenance of himself and household in the high station which he occupied. 

 The second reading of the Estimates for 1852 was then proceeded with and the following amendments 

in detail were severally proposed. 

 Mr CLIFTON proposed seconded by Mr Brown that the sum of £400 be placed on the Estimates as 

additional salary for the Governor of this Province such additional salary to be exclusive of 

Forage, expenses for Boat etc as allowed by the Council. 

         carried unanimously. 

 Proposed by Mr SAMSON seconded by Mr Clifton that the following sums which had already been 

prepared by His Excellency on the previous day should now be placed on the Estimates as 

additional salaries to the undermentioned officers. 

To the Salary of the Chief Commissioner  100.0.0 

  Colonial Secretary  100.0.0 

  2nd Clerk  20.0.0 

  Surveyor General  100.0.0 

  1st Clerk  20.0.0 

  Advocate General  100.0.0 

  Acting Crown Solicitor  30.0.0 

  Collector of Revenue  50.0.0 

  Auditor General  50.0.0 

  Clerk  20.0.0 
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  Superintendent of Public Works  50.0.0 

  Colonial Chaplain  50.0.0 

  Colonial Surgeon in lieu of forage  46.5.0 

  Warehouse Keeper  15.0.0 

  Harbour Master  10.0.0 

  Boats Crew  15.0.0 

           Carried 

 Proposed by His EXCELLENCY seconded by the Acting Colonial Secretary that the following sums be 

placed on the Estimates as an increase to their present Salaries. 

The Private Secretary restoration to original salary  50.0.0 

Colonial Treasurer  34.7.6 

Mr Samson Draftsman  50.0.0 

Hospital Assistant Mr Harris  24.0.0 

Collector of Customs Fremantle  50.0.0 

Chief Clerk to Do  25.0.0 

Warehouse Keeper and Cooper Fremantle  20.0.0 

PostMasters Perth and Fremantle £20 each  40.0.0 

Town PostMasters in Country Districts £5 each  20.0.0 

Archdeacon Wollaston  50.0.0 

Roman Catholic Clergyman  16.13.6 

Wesleyan Chaplain  50.0.0 

Chairman of Quarter Sessions Albany  30.0.0 

Constables throughout the Colony  15.0.0 

Light House Keeper Fremantle  10.0.0 

carried 

 Mr SAMSON stated he had received a letter from Mr Bateman Postmaster at Fremantle hearing that he 

gave the use of a portion of his house for a Post Office without charging any rent to 

Government also that his duties had lately considerably increased so as to require his constant 

attendance in the office. 

 Mr Bateman’s letter was read to the Council upon which Mr Samson said the present very high rate of 

house rent at Fremantle gave Mr Bateman some claim for consideration, he now moved that a 

sum of £20 be placed on the Estimates as rent for Post Office at Fremantle. 

    Seconded by Acting Colonial Secretary 

 HIS EXCELLENCY said that the Resident Magistrates at £50 each were most scantily paid in 

proportion to the duties they had to discharge each had to keep a horse for public service and 

obliged to ride over an extensive district, he would propose an increase of £50 a year to the 

Resident Magistrate of Bunbury restoring him to original salary of £100 a year, £30 a year to 

the Resident of the Swan district and £25 each to those of the Toodjay and Murray Districts. 

    Seconded by Acting Colonial Secretary 
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 Mr SAMSON said the salary of the Bailiff at Perth had been reduced from £50 to £30 a year this officer 

Mr Chipper was a most efficient and active one, the amount of his salary was very inadequate 

to his present duties, he appealed to the Honble Member opposite Mr Mackie if he was not most 

deserving of an increase, he proposed an addition to his salary as Bailiff of £8 a year and as 

Head Constable of £10 a year. 

    Seconded by Mr Mackie 

 HIS EXCELLENCY proposed to give the Assistant of Boys School in Perth the sum of £15 a year and 

to Teacher of Roman Catholic Boys and Girls School an increase of £5 a year. 

    Seconded by Acting Colonial Secretary 

 HIS EXCELLENCY then proposed the following reductions £4 from the salary of the Messenger Boy 

Colonial Secretary’s Office, under the head of Roads, Streets, and Bridges, £50.  Flats at Perth 

as he intended the work necessary should be performed by the Native Prisoners instead, also a 

sum of £36 under the Head of Police and Jails as he had reduced the number of rations from 9 

to 6 Constables arising from a mistake of placing the Soldiers employed as Constables on 

Colonial rations. 

    Seconded by Acting Colonial Secretary 

 The other items on the Estimates were severally agreed to and being read a second time the Estimates 

were ordered to be read a third time on the 21st of May. 

2. A Bill for the further improvement of Towns and the greater security of life and property therein was 

read a first time and ordered to be read a second time on the 21st of May. 

Adjourned 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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16 MAY 1851 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

T. Brown Esq 

Prayers were read 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The first order of the day was read Adjourned in Committee on second reading “A Bill to prevent 

vexatious proceedings in certain cases of unavoidable trespass”. 

In Committee 

 Mr MACKIE said this Bill had been adjourned in order to have a clause framed to meet the case where 

a pass might be acquired across any River, Creek and the banks thereof being private property 

at a place which was fordable and required for the convenience of the public, he begged to 

submit a Clause to meet such. 

 Some discussion took place with regard to the fencing in of such pass, after which 

 Mr MACKIE moved that the following be introduced as a second Section, seconded by the Honble the 

Advocate General. 

“And be it enacted that if any River, Creek, Lagoon, or Estuary shall be fordable at a place 

where either of the banks thereof is private property and it shall be made to appear to the 

satisfaction of the Governor that a thoroughfare across such ford would by reason of the want 

of any neighbouring Ford or Bridge be a necessary or considerable public convenience to 

Residents in and Travelling through the circumjacent District, it shall be lawful and competent 

to the Governor by notice to that effect in the Government Gazette to consider such Ford 

together with convenient access and egress a temporary public thoroughfare and at the public 
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expense to cause to be laid out and fence in on either side with post and two rail fence such 

access and egress so far as the same shall run through land already enclosed by means of a 

roadway not exceeding thirty three feet in breadth over the lands adjacent to either extremity of 

such ford; Provided always that the right of property in the soil of any such roadway and in the 

fence thereof laid out and erected under this Ordinance shall subject to the public right of 

passage created by such notice be in the person or persons who was or were proprietors of such 

soil at the time of making such roadway his her or their Heirs and Assigns but without 

prejudice to the powers of the Governor or of any other person or persons under any other 

Ordinance providing for the construction of public roads; Provided further that it shall be 

lawful for the Governor by any Notice to the public in the Government Gazette to rescind and 

revoke any previous notice constituting any such public thoroughfare as aforesaid and 

thereupon the Ford referred to by such rescinding notice and any roads leading thereto or 

therefrom over private property laid out under the provisions of this Ordinance shall cease to 

be a lawful public thoroughfare.” 

          

 Carried 

 Ordered to be read a third time on the 21st Instant. 

2. The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

 “A Bill to make provisions for the conveyance of Mails from Port to Port within the limits of 

the Colony of Western Australia” 

 “A Bill for the better apprehension of offenders who shall have escaped to parts within the 

territory of Western Australia from any other of the Australian Colonies” 

 A Bill for better regulating the inspection of weights and measures” 

3. The next order of the day being the third reading of a Bill to vest the site of the Convict Prison at 

Fremantle in certain officers in trust for Her Majesty, Her Heirs and Successors forever”, it 

was found that the Diagram in explanation of the boundaries was not attached to the Schedule, 

in order to have it affixed the next order was proceeded with. 

4. The third reading of a Bill for the establishment of further precautionary regulations for the Port of 

Fremantle which was read and passed. 

5. The next order of the day was the second reading (adjourned in Committee) of “A Bill to provide a 

more suitable mode of inflicting punishment for drunkenness” 

 The following amendments were proposed by Mr MACKIE 

  Seconded by the Advocate General 

 That in the 4th line from the top after the word Colony the following words be introduced 

 And it is expedient to confer upon Justices of the Peace, individually a discretionary power of 

imposing for such offence a greater fine than is at present permitted by law. 

 That in the 7th line from the top after the word “that” the remainder of the Bill be struck out 

and the following words be substituted. 

After the passing of this Ordinance it shall be lawful for any one Justice of the Peace 

to impose a fine not less than 5 nor more than 20 upon any person convicted before 
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him of the offence of drunkenness and that if such fine shall not be paid either 

immediately or at such time as the convicting Justice shall appoint, it shall be lawful 

for such justice in his directions either to commit the offender at once to the nearest 

Jail or lock up house for any time not exceeding 7 days with or without hard labour 

for the first offence and for any time not exceeding 14 days in like manner for any 

subsequent offence or to deal with each offender in the manner hitherto ordained by 

law; and that the fact of a previous conviction of the said offence may be proved by 

any person who was present thereat; and that any Justice of the Peace who shall twice 

or oftener convict the same Individual of the said offence shall or may lawfully 

enforce this Ordinance upon his own knowledge and official privity of and to any first 

or prior conviction of such Individual without further or extrinsic evidence thereof. 

           Carried 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on the 21st instant. 

6. The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

 A Bill to limit the number of persons required to act as a Grand Jury in remote districts of the 

Colony of Western Australia 

 A Bill to vest the site of the Convict Prison at Fremantle in certain officers in trust for Her 

Majesty, Her Heirs and Successors forever 

The Council was adjourned to the 21st Instant. 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

Prayers were read 

Minutes of two last Meetings were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the order of the day for the second reading of a Bill for the appropriation 

of the Revenue for the Year 1852. 

 Mr CLIFTON rose and said before proceeding to the third reading of the Estimates he wished again to 

urge His Excellency to accept the increase of salary which had been voted to him by the 

Council, he considered his refusing to do so until it was fully demonstrated to him that it was 

the wish of the public he should accept it was unjust to himself, the public, and his Successors, 

notwithstanding what the two newspapers said he believed it was the wish of the majority of 

the people that His Excellency would accept it, he considered by the Governor’s declaration he 

acted unconstitutional, it was not necessary to have representations of public opinion before a 

law was carried out which had been passed, the Council had the power to pass laws without 

referring to public opinion, he appealed to His Excellency to alter his decision and yield to the 

unanimous wish of the Council otherwise he should feel obliged to move a resolution on the 

subject. 

 Mr SAMSON fully concurred with the Honble Member who had spoken, His Excellency ought to be 

guided more by his Council than by the Public, he assured His Excellency the Public feeling 

was in favour of his accepting the increase to his salary, the newspapers did not represent 

correctly the opinion of the public, he trusted His Excellency would act according to the 
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expressed opinion of the Council and not be influenced by newspapers which were conducted 

by parties who circulated abuse and misrepresentations. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY said he never felt it a more painful position he acknowledged that he ought not to 

have come to the hasty decision which he had, but he must nevertheless now adhere to it, his 

declaration only applies to the year 1852 not to 1853.  The Press was beneath his contempt but 

nevertheless he must not permit a portion of his speech which had been incorrectly reported in 

the newspaper of that morning to remain uncontradicted, he was stated to have said “That the 

Settlers did not hold the birthright of Britons, they came from the workhouse to prosper in this 

Colony”, what he had said was “That many of those who made the most clamour if he was 

rightly informed had come to this Colony from the workhouse, and that it would be better for 

those men if they occupied their time attending to their own business than be engaged inciting 

ardent commotions among the community”, however humble they might be he did not wish to 

insult even the poorest, he concluded by saying though Mr Clifton’s resolution may appear a 

censure upon himself he would not oppose its being entered on the minutes of the Council. 

 Mr CLIFTON said as His Excellency would not yield to the wish of the Council he must move his 

resolution namely 

“That it is the opinion of this Council that His Excellency the Governor in declaring that he 

will not receive the sum voted by the Council as additional salary to the Governor and 

Commander in Chief of this Colony and thereby not carry into effect an Ordinance duly passed 

unless he receive some demonstration of the public wish that he should do so has adopted an 

unconstitutional course in principle derogatory to the Legislative character of the Council and 

if acted upon dangerous to the interests of the public service. 

    Seconded by Mr Samson 

 Mr MACKIE stated he did not think the facts of the case warranted such a generality of expression, any 

officer equally with His Excellency could refuse a sum voted to him, he did not think the 

Governor’s doing so was unconstitutional, His Excellency had not opposed the passing of the 

Ordinance, the sum voted as an increase to his salary had been placed on the Estimates and 

therefore there was no injury done to his Successor. 

 Mr CLIFTON said it was the principle he condemned, it was derogatory to the character of the Council 

not to act up to the Ordinance until it was approved of by the public. 

 THE HONBLE THE ADVOCATE GENERAL fully concurred with the Honble Member Mr Mackie, who 

had himself some years back refused an increase of salary, yet that act was not 

unconstitutional, no more than was the act of the Governor for doing the same thing. 

 THE HONBLE THE SURVEYOR GENERAL said it was quite optional to the Governor to accept the 

increase of salary or not his refusal cannot be said to be unconstitutional, if His Excellency had 

refused to bring forward an Ordinance which had been passed by this Council till he had first 

received the sanction of the public, it would involve a serious principle, this would be 

unconstitutional, because no longer the independence of the Council would exist, he could not 

support the resolution in its present form, it implied an undeserving censure on the Governor. 
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 THE HONBLE THE COMMANDANT cannot agree with the expression of censure implied in the 

Resolution upon the Governor, if it expressed regret that His Excellency was ruled by the 

advice of the public rather than by the unanimous vote of the Council he would support such. 

 Mr CLIFTON then proposed seconded by Mr Samson 

“That this Council greatly regret that His Excellency the Governor should have declared that 

he will not receive in the year 1852 the sum voted as additional salary for the Governor and 

Commander in Chief of this Territory until he receive some demonstration of the public 

opinion on this subject, which declaration involves a principle affecting the Legislative 

character and powers of this Council and which if personally acted upon might be attended 

with consequences highly detrimental to the public service” 

 Ordered to be inserted in the Minutes of the Council 

2. Mr CLIFTON next brought before the Council the gross and scandalous libels as published in the two 

local newspapers against the Government and the Legislative Council he referred to the 

Inquirer of the 7th Ultimo and the Independent Journal of the 9th. 

 Mr MACKIE then withdrew observing that if the Honble Member was about to move a resolution which 

had any reference to a prosecution for libel, as it would be brought before him if such took 

place, he could not on account of the office he held remain present. 

 Mr CLIFTON resumed saying now was the time for the Council to rally around and protect the 

Government against the libellous matter and abuse of a contemptible Press, the false 

statements and representations as set forth and spread among the public was most injurious, 

tending to produce disaffection and dissatisfaction which was most dangerous now particularly 

as we had a new class of men introduced among us namely, Ticket of leave men, he proposed 

that the two Papers be taken into consideration by the Executive Council and submitted to the 

Advocate General for him to report whether they were not libellous and tending to bring the 

Government into contempt and if some measure could not be adopted to prevent the recurrence 

of such. 

 Mr SAMSON regretted he could not agree with the Honble Member silence was the best way of proving 

their contempt, the opinion of the Council was already known to the public regarding the Press 

which has not stopped at any abuse even that of private character, he considered His 

Excellency would lower himself by taking any further notice of such mean and contemptible 

productions. 

 THE HONBLE THE ADVOCATE GENERAL was opposed to prosecution of the Press except in 

extreme cases, he considered the Press did more injury to the Colony at home by the 

publication of such misrepresentations than here where the public could judge for themselves 

and not be led astray by such productions. 

 THE HONBLE THE SURVEYOR GENERAL as an official member could not support the proposition 

brought forward by Mr Clifton, if the Non official Members chose to pass a vote of confidence 

in the Government, they might be permitted to second such in the Minutes of the Council. 

 THE HONBLE THE COMMANDANT was opposed to prosecuting the Press except in a very extreme 

case, he reprobated the conduct of the Press, but would treat them with silent contempt, had 
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always done so, he regretted the present Press did not follow the example of Mr Lochee the 

former Editor of the Inquirer newspaper who had always conducted it free of abuse and false 

statements. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY again most reluctantly felt obliged to refer to the Press which already had his 

thorough contempt, if he required any further proof of their deserving such, this day’s paper 

would give it, His Excellency mentioned two instances of his own knowledge of misstatements 

put forth in the newspaper such tended to produce incalculable evil and hindered emigration to 

the Colony, the Press had been invited to seek information at the public offices when such 

however was refused so as to guard them against false statements, it was now too despicable to 

notice by prosecutions, he would leave it in insignificance and hoped it would be the last time 

he should even be provoked to notice the local newspapers. 

 Mr CLIFTON said having in a great measure obtained his object by bringing the matter under 

discussion he would now withdraw his motion. 

3. The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

 A Bill for the appropriation of the Revenue for the Year 1852. 

 A Bill to prevent vexatious proceedings in certain cases of unavoidable trespass. 

 A Bill to provide a more suitable mode of inflicting punishment for drunkenness. 

Adjourned 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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23 MAY 1851 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

Prayers being read 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the day was read for the second reading of a “Bill for the further improvement of Towns 

and the greater security of life and property therein”. 

The Council  Went Into Committee 

 THE HONBLE THE SURVEYOR GENERAL proposed seconded by Mr Mackie that in the 1st clause at 

the 7th line after the word “that” the words down to “the” in the 8th line be struck out and the 

following be inserted instead, 

 “That from and after the passing of this Ordinance” 

 that in the 11th line from the top after the word “shall” the words as far as to “within” in the 12th line be 

struck out and the words “be commenced to be built” be substituted. 

 that in the 2nd line of 3rd Clause after the word “wall” the following words be introduced, “on the 

external wall of any wing or lean to less than 15 feet in height from the base of the foundation 

thereof”        carried 

 Proposed by Mr MACKIE seconded by the Honble the Advocate General that in the 13th Clause at the 6th 

line after the word “any” the words “two or more Justices of the Peace” be struck out and as 

far as the word “shall” and the following words be substituted “Justice of the Peace who 

together with any other Justice of the Peace” 
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 That in the 14th Clause at the 9th line after the word “nature” the words “not being thatched or prepared 

for thatching at the time of the passing of this Ordinance” be inserted. 

           carried 

 Proposed by the HONBLE THE SURVEYOR GENERAL seconded by the Honble the Acting Colonial 

Secretary that at the end of the 15th Clause the words “Provided always that such conviction be 

had within three months after such building shall be finished” be struck out 

           carried 

 Proposed by Mr MACKIE seconded by the Honble the Advocate General that in the 17 Clause at the 14th 

line after the word “conviction” the following words be inserted “or at such times as the 

convicting Justices shall appoint” 

 and in the 18th Clause at the 12th line from the word Colony the remainder of the clause be struck out 

           carried 

 Proposed by the HONBLE THE SURVEYOR GENERAL seconded by Mr Mackie that the 19th Clause 

be struck out and the following be adopted instead. 

“And whereas the injudicious cutting down and removing of clay and other soil from the street 

tends to endanger the security of Buildings and Fences already erected on or near the line of 

such streets and to destroy the safety and convenience of the pathways in their vicinity, be it 

enacted that from and after the passing of this Ordinance no cutting, excavation or other work 

of the like nature shall be made in any of the Streets or thoroughfares of the aforesaid Towns 

of Perth, Fremantle or Albany except with the concurrence of such Supervision as aforesaid; 

anything in any former Ordinance, law, or usage to the contrary notwithstanding under pain of 

forfeiting any sum not exceeding Twenty pounds” 

 Also that in the 20th Clause at the 2nd line after the word “to” the remainder of the clause be struck out 

and the words, “The construction of any House or Building or other metal” be added instead 

           carried 

 Proposed by Mr MACKIE seconded by the Honble the Advocate General that in the 5th line of the 22nd 

Clause after the word “enforced” the following words be introduced “And appropriated except 

where herein before otherwise appropriated” 

           carried 

 Ordered to be read a third time on the 27th Instant. 

Adjourned 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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27 MAY 1851 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

Prayers being read 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr SAMSON said it had been urged by Mr Clifton that His Excellency would accept the increase voted 

to his salary, he would now propose if not out of order or too late that the increase of salaries 

voted to Government officers should commence from the 1st of January 1851 instead of 1852 

inasmuch as the same necessity at present existed to meet which the increase of salaries had 

been voted namely the increased cost of the principal necessaries of life, he would however 

leave the matter entirely for His Excellency’s consideration. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY stated such change could not now be carried out, it would be an unusual and 

unprecedented proceeding, at the close of the year the question might be then taken into 

consideration by a Supplementary Estimate if the Revenue would justify such. 

2. Mr SAMSON said he must again trouble the Council by bringing the question of Government Officers 

trading before them, certain parties had complained to him about such, he considered now that 

their salaries had been raised this practice ought to be prohibited. 

 THE HONBLE THE COMMANDANT said he was at a loss to understand the meaning of Mr Samson’s 

charge against Government Officers as if they now traded it was at their own risk, a notice 

prohibiting such having lately appeared in the Government Gazette, he considered it would be 
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most imprudent to adopt the change suggested by Mr Samson it would be sure to meet with the 

disapproval of the Secretary of State. 

 Mr CLIFTON concurred with the Honble the Commandant. 

 THE HONBLE THE ACTING COLONIAL SECRETARY said to remedy the evil complained of by Mr 

Samson, he had been directed some time back by His Excellency to have a notice inserted in 

the Government Gazette forbidding procurement officers to trade which had appeared 

accordingly and which he now read. 

 THE HONBLE THE SURVEYOR GENERAL said he must agree with Mr Samson upon the present 

inefficiency of the salaries of the Government officers to meet the increased cost of provisions 

and hoped that the changes proposed should the Revenue be found capable of affording such 

would be brought forward at the proper time by a Supplementary Estimate. 

3. The following Bill was read a third time and passed. 

 “A Bill for the further improvement of Towns and the greater security of life and property 

therein” 

4. HIS EXCELLENCY then rose and said he had been opposed to the Government officers trading and 

had adopted such measures as had appeared to him advisable to prevent such a recurrence for 

the future he regretted that the proposition of paying the increase of salaries from the 1st of Jan 

1851 should have been brought forward as he considered such would be injurious and likely to 

peril the adoption of the proposition as it now stood.  His Excellency concluded by expressing 

his satisfaction at the unanimity which had been displayed by Honble Members. 

5. HIS EXCELLENCY moved that the Council be adjourned “sine die”, Seconded by the Honble the 

Acting Colonial Secretary.  The Council adjourned accordingly. 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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5 NOVEMBER 1851 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to summons His Excellency the Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

Prayers having been read 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR addressed the Council as follows 

Honble Gentlemen of the Legislative Council in addressing you on this occasion I find myself placed in 

a novel but most gratifying position that of having to lay before you a Supplementary Estimate 

amounting to within a few hundred pounds of the sum which has been already voted for the service of 

the year namely £9,443.19.  We cannot charge ourselves with having overestimated the Revenue on that 

occasion, it has far exceeded our most sanguine expectations, which will aid the case of the anomalous 

appearance of a Supplementary Estimate almost rivalling the original in amount.  I now estimate that 

the Revenue will amount at the close of the year to nearly if not quite £20,000. 

I would here state that I have received a Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies 

informing me that in consideration of this Colony having been made a Penal Settlement whereby the 

Labours and responsibilities of my office as Governor have been considerably increased my salary has 

been raised to £1,300 per annum from the 1st of April last and that of the Colonial Secretary to a fixed 

salary of £600 a year, these increases at present to be borne on the Convict fund, but from the 

commencement of the next financial year they will be included in the Parliamentary Grant, by which it 

will be seen that these increases will eventually become an additional obligation upon the Colony.  

There had been a number of Ticket of leave men introduced since the last meeting of the Council, and I 

am happy to state that the experiment has proved successful, the first draft with the exception of a few 

Parkhurst lads against whom there appears some unfortunate impression to exist have been taken into 

private services and afforded general satisfaction.  Those lately arrived per the “Minden” to the number 
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of 50 I am informed have already been engaged, thus ready demand I fear cannot be expected to 

continue if the supply be kept up to a larger extent than at present, but in course of time as our means 

increase, the demand will become greater even Ticket of leave men will become employers themselves. 

 The next subject I would refer to is the Land Regulations, they had been under the consideration of the 

Government and have been lately directed to be published in an amended form, differing somewhat to 

those which had been first published in order to meet the views of the Settlers generally, the Crown 

Land was a fair source of Revenue, the Settlers now had a ready market for all produce at remunerating 

prices, I trust the regulations in their altered form will give satisfaction though I believe and know it to 

be impossible to please every body even was the land given for nothing some would be found to raise 

objections. 

 In laying before you the Supplementary Estimate, I would state that the balance in hand at the 

commencement of the year was £3273.14.8, the Revenue up to 31st of Octr had been £14,315.2.11 and I 

estimate the two remaining months at £2,300, which would make a total for the year of £19,888.17.6, 

for the expenditure the original estimate for 1851 was £9443.19 the Supplementary Estimate now 

brought forward was £8578.15.8 giving a total of £18,022.14.8 which sum upon being deducted from 

the estimated Revenue would leave an unappropriated balance of £1866.2.6 to this would have to be 

added a further sum of £1673 from the Commissariat for the Whaling Jetty Fremantle and the 

Pensioners Barracks erected upon it, which the Home Government had lately purchased from the local 

govt and which in all would make a total probable balance of £3,538.2.6.  In the amount of expenditure 

the sum of £2,000 had been spent in the payment of debts and obligations of the Government.  There 

are two items in the Supplementary Estimate which I would explain, the first a gratuity of £100 to Mr 

Trigg late Superintendent of public works which I consider due to him on account of his long services 

and the small salary which he received when in office also for his original invention by which he had 

fixed Beacons on the Challenger and Fish Rocks attended with much difficulty and danger.  The next is 

a sum of £25 to the Auditor General and £10 to his Clerk as a compensation to them for the period that 

intervenes between the time when the amount which he received from Convict funds had been stopped 

and the date at which they would receive the sum voted as an increase to their salaries at the last sitting 

of the Legislative Council.  I would observe with regard to the item for Stationery and Printing that I 

have represented to the Secretary of State the fact of the increase in the expenditure in consequence of 

the Colony having been made a Convict Settlement, and requested that portion of the sum might be 

defrayed from the Convict fund, same as in Van Diemen’s Land.  Under the Head of Police and Gaols 

the item was considerable but it had been found necessary to increase the Police force by establishments 

at Champion Bay, the Vasse, and an addition to the force at Albany. 

 With regard to the amount for public works and building, a part of this sum had been expended, and a 

part not, for the Abattoirs at Perth and Fremantle, buildings of absolute necessity, the ground had been 

marked out, and in the former place some progress had been made and £200 would be expended on the 

building before the end of the year.  Before concluding I would observe that one point had till now 

escaped my notice which I had intended to represent to the Council the absence of our unofficial 

member as soon as Mr Brown had resigned, a communication had been sent to Mr Belcher the next 

Gentleman on the list but owing to an accident which happened to the Sound Mail it was probable that 
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Mr Belcher had not received the letter, if any of the Honble Gentlemen wished to put any questions 

relative to the business before the Council the Colonial Secretary was ready to furnish a reply. 

Mr SAMSON stated that His Excellency had not referred to any receipts for sale of Guano. 

HIS EXCELLENCY in reply said that he had only received information of the acceptance of one Bill for £300 

and of another for £1,400 having been protested. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE SURVEYOR GENERAL presented a petition from the Members of the Swan River Mechanics 

Institute, acknowledging the liberality of the Government in granting a vote for the erection of 

a suitable building and praying that further aid might be granted, which was read and received. 

2. Mr SAMSON requested to be informed whether it was the intention that the seat of Government was to 

be removed from Perth to Fremantle as much excitement prevailed in the minds of the public 

on this subject at present. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY assured Mr Samson that no such change had even been entertained and to which 

he was most decidedly opposed. 

3. HIS EXCELLENCY laid on the table the following Bills which were read a first time and ordered to be 

read a second time at the next meeting of Council. 

 “A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses during the year 

ending the 31st of December 1851 and not provided for in the estimate of expenditure 

for that year” 

 “A Bill for restricting the responsibility of the Sheriff of Western Australia” 

 “A Bill for the naturalisation of certain persons” 

 “A Bill for the naturalisation of the Right Revd Jose Maria Benedict Serra” 

The Council adjourned till Thursday the 13th Instant at 12 O’Clock. 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

      Acting Clerk of the Council 

______________________ 
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13 NOVEMBER 1851 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment His Excellency the Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

Prayers having been read 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY brought before the Council an account forwarded by the Asst Commissary 

General of Stores for which the Local Government was indebted to the British Treasury and 

for which provision would require to be made in the present supplementary Estimate. 

2. Mr CLIFTON addressed the Council on the necessity of a weekly mail being established between Perth, 

the Australind and Bunbury Districts. 

3. Order of the day 

 The second reading of a “Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforseen expenses during the year 

ending the 31st of December 1851 and not provided for in the Estimates of Expenditure for that 

year” 

The Council  went  into  Committee on the Supplementary Est imates  

 Under the Head of Superintendent of Public Works the sum of £5 was added for forage allowance to the 

Superintendent of Public Works at the end of the year. 

 Under the Head of Postmaster General an increase of salary of £3.10 to each of the Post Masters of 

Bunbury, Australind and the Vasse was added. 

 The sum of £18 was added as salary to Light House Keeper at Rottenest Island. 
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 Under the Head of Police and Gaols the sum of £170 was added to pay for stores and provisions 

received from the Commissariat. 

 On the motion of the SURVEYOR GENERAL seconded by the Acting Colonial Secretary the sum of 

£50 to each of the Perth and Fremantle Mechanics Institutes for building purposes was agreed 

to be granted under the head of Miscellaneous. 

 The Estimates were read a second time and ordered to be read a third time at next meeting of Council. 

4. “A Bill for restricting the responsibility of the Sheriff of Western Australia” after having been 

considered and amended was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time at next 

meeting of Council. 

5. “A Bill for the naturalisation of certain Persons”  

and “A Bill for the naturalisation of the Right Revd Jose Maria Benedict Serra” were read a second time 

and ordered to be read a third time at next meeting of Council. 

The Council adjourned till Monday next the 17th Instant at 12 O’Clock. 

Adjourned 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk to the Council 

______________________ 
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17 NOVEMBER 1851 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to adjournment, His Excellency the Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Acting Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

Prayers having been read 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Orders of the day 

 The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

 “A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforseen expenses during the year ending the 

31st of December 1851 and not provided for in the Estimate of Expenditure for that year” 

 “A Bill for restricting the responsibility of the Sheriff of Western Australia” 

 “A Bill for the naturalisation of certain Persons” 

 “A Bill for the naturalisation of the Right Reverend Jose Maria Benedict Serra” 

The Council adjourned sine die 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk to the Council 

____________________ 
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